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ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Cultural or Intercultural?

CULTURAL 
KNOWLEDGE

CROSS-CULTURAL 
EXPERIENCE

INTERCULTURAL 
SKILLS

It is always in the background, right from day one, 
ready to unsettle the good language learners when 
they expect it least, making evident the limitations of 
their hard-won communicative competence, 
challenging their ability to make sense of the world 
around them. (Kramsch, 1993, p. 1)

Culture in language learning is not an expendable 
fifth skill… 



ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Cultural or Intercultural?

CULTURAL 
KNOWLEDGE

CROSS-CULTURAL 
EXPERIENCE

INTERCULTURAL 
SKILLS

INTERCULTURAL 
ATTITUDES

What content will be 
the foundation? 

What stimuli will I provide 
so they can experience 
that content? 

How will that experience 
lead to intercultural skills? 

Are they demonstrating 
intercultural attitudes? 



ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Find the Intercultural Potential

A football

Pixabay Football

Pixabay Football

https://pixabay.com/photos/football-quarterback-sport-player-67701/
https://pixabay.com/photos/football-ball-soccer-field-stadium-488714/


ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Find the Intercultural Potential

A football

Dark Beer

A healthy 
drink

Green Smoothie

https://pixabay.com/photos/dark-beer-stout-glass-bar-bokeh-924823/
https://pixabay.com/photos/smoothie-juice-drink-food-3696961/


ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Find the Intercultural Potential

A football

A healthy 
drinkA red 

skirt

Dolce&Gabbana

Etsy TangoWithLove

Forever21

ThriftBooks

https://cdna.lystit.com/photos/2013/09/19/dolce-gabbana-red-pleated-skirt-product-2-13588393-920765801.jpeg
https://i.etsystatic.com/6185616/r/il/8ed8a6/2311488962/il_794xN.2311488962_e0z0.jpg
https://cdnb.lystit.com/photos/2013/08/24/forever-21-redblack-spiked-plaid-skater-skirt-product-4-13012113-034501999.jpeg
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/the-handmaids-tale-by-margaret-atwood/247067/


ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Find the Intercultural Potential

A football

A healthy 
drinkA red 

skirt

Dolce&Gabbana Green Smoothie

Pixabay Football

https://cdna.lystit.com/photos/2013/09/19/dolce-gabbana-red-pleated-skirt-product-2-13588393-920765801.jpeg
https://pixabay.com/photos/smoothie-juice-drink-food-3696961/
https://pixabay.com/photos/football-ball-soccer-field-stadium-488714/


ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Find the Intercultural Potential

What is the intercultural potential of each practice, product, or perspective? 
Your learners might not understand all the nuances, and they certainly may not be able to discuss 

them in the TL, but you need to be aware and offer them opportunities to discover the answers.  

Context

• How does it fit into its 
cultural context? 

• When, how, with whom 
does it show up?

• How are these answers 
different in the TL context 
than here?

Perspectives

• What is individual and 
what is cultural about it? 

• How do people view it in 
context? 

• How are perspectives on it 
different in the TL context 
than here?

Implications

• Why is it important for us 
to understand it in its 
cultural context? 

• What do the patterns for 
this item tell us about other 
patterns, like globalization 
or discrimination?

A football

A healthy 
drink

A red 
skirt



ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Identifying the savoir skills

ICC Flowchart (Lanier, 2016)

Savoir 
comprendre

Savoir 
apprendre

Savoir 
s’engager

Savoir être
INVESTIGATE

Interpreting
Discovery

INTERACT
Relating

Interaction

Savoirs framework →
Byram & Zarate (1997), 
Byram, Gribkova, & Starkey (2002)

English terms →
Corbett (2010), 
Liddicoat & Scarino (2013)



ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Activating the Skills

INVESTIGATE

Observe in Media: 
Watch more clips 
from TV, film, or 

news.

Observe in Local 
Context: Go to a 

place where you see 
strangers 

interacting. 

INTERACT

Guess the Relationship: 
Role play the same 

scenario with different 
roles. Audience should 
guess the relationship.

Remake the Film:         
Re-enact a clip so we see 
the same scene, but in a 

TL-speaking context.

How will they take 
notes as they 
observe? 

How will they 
report back?

What scenarios will 
you use? 

What will the class 
“audience” do?

How long do the    
re-enactments need 
to be? Record them? 
Share them? 

Depending on 
proficiency and 

technology

Depending on 
proficiency and 

technology

Will the learners be able to 
INTERACT or INVESTIGATE 

better in their next cross-
cultural experience?



ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Planning Process
Choices & Steps Ask Yourself…

CONTENT What is the topic? How can we treat it in an intercultural way?

STIMULI How will I introduce it? 
What input will I provide so they can experience this topic?

OBSERVATION What will I ask them to do with the stimuli? What do I want them to 
notice? Do they have the language to describe what they notice?

APPLICATION What will they do next? 
➢ Investigate – explore other examples
➢ Interact – try to “do” appropriately

DEBRIEFING How will the class summarize, report, and compare what they found? 

REFLECTION When and how will they reflect? What do you want them to take away?



ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Planning Process
Choices & Steps Ask Yourself… Ask the Students…

CONTENT What is the topic? How can we treat it in an 
intercultural way?

What is personal space? Show me. Does everyone here have the 
same personal space? Is “typical” space different in other cultures?

STIMULI How will I introduce it? What input will I 
provide so they can experience this topic?

Watch this clip from a TV series 1) without sound, 2) with sound, 3) 
with sub-titles. Describe what you see. Tell me what you understand 
so far.

OBSERVATION What will I ask them to do with the stimuli? 
What do I want them to notice? 

Who are these people? Where are they? How do you know? How 
close are they? What seems familiar? What seems unfamiliar or 
strange?

APPLICATION What will they do next? 
➢ Investigate – explore other examples
➢ Interact – try to “do” appropriately

➢ Investigate – Now look for other examples (in other clips, 
around school, in a grocery store, etc.).

➢ Interact – Now try it out with me, then a classmate. 
[See next page for 

details.]

DEBRIEFING How will the class summarize, report, and 
compare what they found? 

What did you find out? When do people stand closer and farther 
apart? What did you notice when you tried it?

REFLECTION When and how will they reflect? What do you 
want them to take away?

What did you observe? What was familiar and easy? What was 
unfamiliar and more difficult? What skills did you use? What will you 
do differently after this?

Example: 
Personal Space



ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Planning Process
Choices & Steps Ask Yourself… Ask the Students…

CONTENT What is the topic? How can we treat it in an 
intercultural way?

What is personal space? Show me. Does everyone here have the 
same personal space? Is “typical” space different in other cultures?

STIMULI How will I introduce it? What input will I 
provide so they can experience this topic?

Watch this clip from a TV series 1) without sound, 2) with sound, 3) 
with sub-titles. Describe what you see. Tell me what you understand 
so far.

OBSERVATION What will you ask them to do with the stimuli? 
What do you want them to notice? 

Who are these people? Where are they? How do you know? How 
close are they? What seems familiar? What seems unfamiliar or 
strange?

APPLICATION What will they do next? 
➢ Investigate – explore other examples
➢ Interact – try to “do” appropriately

➢ Investigate – Now look for other examples (in other clips, 
around school, in a grocery store, etc.).

➢ Interact – Now try it out with me, then a classmate. (Also, 
analyzing others interacting helps them interact, so that counts.)

DEBRIEFING How will the class summarize, report, and 
compare what they found? 

What did you find out? When do people stand closer and farther 
apart? What did you notice when you tried it?

REFLECTION When and how will they reflect? What do you 
want them to take away?

What did you observe? What was familiar and easy? What was 
unfamiliar and more difficult? What skills did you use? What will you 
do differently after this?

Example: 
Personal Space



ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Reflecting on the Activity

DEBRIEFING

◦ In target language

◦ Keep it concrete and specific

◦ Compile and summarize what the whole 
class found – help them identify patterns

◦ Point out connections to culture – what is 
cultural about this, not random or 
individual?

◦ Make them talk, but steer toward the 
takeaways that you have in mind

REFLECTING

◦ In native language

◦ Can ask questions that are too complex or 
abstract for their TL proficiency

◦ Use multiple modes over time – speaking, 
writing, etc.

◦ Encourage them to identify and describe 
how they used intercultural attitudes and 
skills

◦ Return to these reflections later to show 
them their progress

VS.



ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Cultural Themes → Intercultural Activities

Investigation: Interaction:

Theme Discover Adjust and Apply

Food
What foods are eaten on special occasions? Why? Observe: 
How and with whom do people interact in local cafés? 

Design a new restaurant and menu that would be both authentic 
to the target culture* and appealing to your community. 

Flags What do the colors of target culture flags mean? Compare 
and contrast with the colors and design of your own flag.

Design a flag (or a mascot or a logo) that represents your class. 
Make a guide to local landmarks for peers from the TC. 

Fashion What is considered stylish for your peers in the target culture? 
Do your TC peers wear uniforms to school? Why? 

Review clothing vocabulary. Then play a game: draw clothing 
items from a pile, and state where you would wear them. Ask a 
keypal: What would you wear to school? A party? An interview? 

Famous 
People

Provide a list of famous people from the target culture. 
Students report on biography and counterparts in their own 
country. 

Using the results of the investigation, debate: Which famous 
figures should be would be class president? Create a digital 
display of famous people to share with TC peers. 

Family Life
What does a peer’s personal space look like in the TC? In 
different regions and socioeconomic levels? Compare. 

Survey your peers and report results: Who does different chores 
in your home? What are your responsibilities? Compare and 
contrast with your classmates and then with a TC partner class.



ICC ACTIVITY DESIGNS 
Find the Intercultural Potential

A football

A healthy 
drinkA red 

skirt

Dolce&Gabbana Green Smoothie

Pixabay Football

Choices & Steps

CONTENT

STIMULI

OBSERVATION

APPLICATION

DEBRIEFING

REFLECTION

https://cdna.lystit.com/photos/2013/09/19/dolce-gabbana-red-pleated-skirt-product-2-13588393-920765801.jpeg
https://pixabay.com/photos/smoothie-juice-drink-food-3696961/
https://pixabay.com/photos/football-ball-soccer-field-stadium-488714/
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OTHER RESOURCES



Thanks for watching!

Dr. Amanda Lanier
Program Director | MA in Foreign Language Teaching

Michigan State University

maflt.cal.msu.edu 

https://maflt.cal.msu.edu/program-director/

